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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 A specification for the periodic extraction, dewatering and on site transport of treated bio-solids 

at Council’s Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs). 

2. SCOPE 
2.1 This specification details the requirements for the periodic dewatering and on site transportation 

of bio-solids produced at any of Council’s STPs.  It does not require any works related to the 
further use of bio-solids nor the transport of such bio-solids from without the site from which they 
have been produced. 

Item Required Service 

1 Sludge lagoon dewatering 

2 On site transport 

 

2.2 The approximate annual volume of treatment required is 13,000 m3. 

3. GENERAL 
 Not used 

4. UNIT PRICES 
4.1 The Contract Unit Prices are inclusive of all Contractor costs and expenses of supplying the 

services and the Contractor shall not be entitled to levy any additional fees or charges for 
supplying services to Council. 

4.2 Not used. 

4.3 The Sludge Lagoon Dewatering – cubic metre rate is to include: 

 4.3.1 Personnel. 

 4.3.2 Plant and equipment. 

 4.3.3 Materials. 

 4.3.4 Chemicals. 

4.4 The Sludge Lagoon Dewatering Site Establishment/Disestablishment rate is to include: 

 4.4.1 Personnel. 

 4.4.2 Transport of equipment to and from each site. 

 4.4.3 Equipment setup for dewatering. 

 4.4.4 Equipment pack up for transport. 

4.5 All prices are to be shown GST exclusive in the columns provided. 

4.6 The Tendered Unit Prices shall apply equally as prescribed for each potential service location to 
each and every work order and/or purchase order issued by the Council. 

5. METHODS OF MEASUREMENT 
5.1 The Contractor must provide volume measuring equipment suitable for the field measurement of 

cubic metres of bio-solids.  This equipment must: 

5.1.1 Be calibrated and certified as accurate in accordance with the maximum permissible 
error as prescribed under the National Trade Measurement Regulation 2009.  Copies of 
current calibration certificates must be provided to the Superintendent prior to the 
operation of volume measuring equipment for the purposes of the Contract. 

5.1.2 Have the provision to produce a time and date stamped printed summary of measured 
volumes. 
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6. EXCLUSIONS 
6.1 Sampling, testing, and assessment of bio-solids for the purposes of classification. 

6.2 Beneficial reuse from sites. 

6.3 Sludge lagoon dewatering at Council sites not indicated in the Technical Specification. 

6.4 The management of sludges and solids produced from Council Water Treatment Plants. 

7. SERVICE SPECIFICATION 
7.1 The service shall comply with all relevant regulatory requirements including but not limited to: 

7.1.1 The New South Wales EPA Environmental Guidelines:  Use and Disposal of Bio-solids 
Products (2000). 

7.1.2 The Resource Recovery Order under Part 9, Clause 93 of the Protection of the 
Environment Operations (Waste) Regulation 2014. 

7.1.3 The Resource Recovery Exemption under Part 9, Clause 91 and 92 of the Protection of 
the Environment Operations (Waste) Regulation 2014. 

7.2 The Contractor shall tender for each of the schedules listed in the Price Schedule. 

7.3. No guarantees are given to the lagoon dewatering or bio-solids volumes subject to this tender.  
Council reserves the right to explore alternate disposal and/or reuse options during the term of 
this Contract. 

7.4. Not used. 

8. WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY 
8.1 Council is committed to providing and maintaining a safe working environment and safe 

systems of work for its employees, agents, contractors and members of the public in 
circumstances where Council has the prevailing influence over the execution of works.  As such 
the Contractor shall comply with: 

 8.1.1 All occupational safety and health legislation which applies in the jurisdiction in which 
Works prescribed under this Contract are to be performed. 

8.1.2 All occupational safety and health policies and procedures issued by Council from time 
to time. 

8.1.3 Any directions given by an Authority. 

8.2 The Contractor indemnifies Council, its employees and agents from any death, injury, damage, 
expense, loss or liability arising from the Contractors non-observance of any occupational safety 
and health legislation or direction. 

8.3 The Contractor warrants that while performing the work prescribed under this Contract it will do 
all things necessary to ensure the health, safety and welfare of its employees and any other 
persons to whom it has a legal occupational safety and health responsibility including but not 
limited to: 

8.3.1 Complying with Council’s directions to correct, repair or make good any occupational 
safety and health issues. 

8.3.2 Immediately inform Council (and providing such information as is requested by the 
Superintendent) of any accident or incident arising out of the performance of the 
Contract, regardless of whether the incident is required to be notified to an Authority. 

8.3.3 Providing and maintaining all necessary safety clothing and personal protective 
equipment for its employees, and its subcontractors and their employees, where 
applicable. 

8.3.4 Providing safety and health training prior to any person commencing performance of any 
works and providing regular ongoing training including where there is a transfer to other 
duties or a change in the duties performed by any person involved in any aspect of the 
Contract. 
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8.3.5 Ensuring all employees, sub-contractors and their employees, complete all site specific 
inductions. 

8.3.6 Not used. 

8.3.7 The Contractor must establish and maintain an ongoing risk management approach to 
identifying, assessing, eliminating and controlling hazards and risks.  Hazards must be 
managed to a level of risk that is as low as reasonably practicable. 

8.3.8 If the Superintendent considers that any Contractor plant or equipment is unsafe for use, 
the Superintendent retains the right to direct the Contractor to: 

8.3.8.1 Immediately cease using the Contractor’s unsafe plant and equipment until it 
has been brought into a safe working order; or 

8.3.8.2 Replace the Contractor’s unsafe plant and equipment with plant and 
equipment that is in a safe working order. 

8.4. If the Contractor fails to comply with a direction to cease using unsafe plant and equipment or 
processes, Council may perform or have performed the obligation on the Contractor’s behalf.  
All costs and expenses incurred by Council in this instance shall be recoverable from the 
Contractor as a debt due to Council. 

8.5 Insurance.  The successful Tenderer must hold current insurance policies in accordance with 
the requirements of the RFT, including (without limitation), public liability insurance, and workers 
compensation insurance).  Tenderers must detail in their Tender, the insurances they have in 
place, or will have in place if chosen as the successful Tenderer.  The Tenderer, if successful, 
will also be required to register with BNG Conserve (www.bngconserve.com.au) and ensure that 
all insurances, licences and other qualifications remain current throughout the period of the 
contract. 

9. BIO-SOLIDS CHARACTERISTICS AND BIOHAZARDS 
9.1 Based on historical data bio-solids produced from Council’s STP’s are typically classified as 

Restricted Use 2 being Contaminant Grade C and Stabilisation Grade B.  However as bio-solids 
classification is based on discrete physical sampling some material may exhibit characteristics 
outside this classification. 

9.2 While wastewater treatment processes greatly reduce pathogen levels, bio-solids may still 
contain bacteria, funguses, parasites and viruses.  As such all biosolid products must be 
considered as potentially pathogenic.  As such the Contractor shall employ control measures to 
minimise the potential risks associated with bio-solids including but not limited to: 

9.2.1 Making immunisation for Hepatitis A & B and Tetanus available to all Contractor 
employees and sub-contractors and their employees. 

9.2.2 Develop and implement work procedures to prevent contact with bio-solids and/or 
minimise exposure when accidental contact occurs. 

9.2.3 Ensure Contractor employees and sub-contractors and their employees undertake 
appropriate personal hygiene.  This shall include the provision of adequate hand 
washing facilities including but not limited to soap and warm running water. 

10. BIO-SOLIDS OPERATIONS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 
 No used. 

11. DEWATERING OPERATIONS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 
11.1 While it is expected dewatering will be provided by the Contractor at the sites listed in Table 

11.1 the Superintendent shall retain the right on written notice to the Contractor to add or 
remove dewatering sites from the Contract. 

  

 

http://www.bngconserve.com.au/
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Table 11.1 Lagoon volumes and service interval 

Plant Name No. 

Lagoons 

Lagoon Size 
(each Lagoon) 

Service Interval 

Queanbeyan STP 2 6500 m3 Yearly 

Bungendore STP 4 1000 m3 Biennially 

    

 

11.2 The Superintendent shall provide the Contractor within thirty (30) days of Contract 
Commencement Date a schedule detailing estimated dewatering requirements for all sites listed 
in Table 11.1 for the following twelve (12) months.  This estimation will then be revised annually 
by the Superintendent with updates supplied to the Contractor accordingly. 

11.3 Should the dewatering schedule require amendment during the duration of the Contract the 
Superintendent will advise the Contractor in writing of the revised schedule as soon as 
practicable. 

11.4 In the case of bio-solids products being transported immediately after dewatering, without being 
stockpiled, the Contractor must initiate lagoon mixing no less than fourteen (14) days prior to the 
scheduled removal of bio-solids from site.  This is to ensure homogeneity of lagoon contents, 
and allow sufficient time for sampling and classification of bio-solids products prior to 
dewatering. 

 

11.5 The Contractor shall ensure all dewatering centrate is returned to an area as directed by the 
Superintendent. 

11.6 The Contractor shall ensure dewatering centrate remains visually clear to ensure bio-solids 
products do not carry-over from dewatering equipment. 

11.7 The Contractor shall ensure dewatering activities produce a bio-solids cake of no less than 17% 
total solids. 

11.8 The Contractor shall provide a dewatering daily operational log detailing: 

i. throughput, 

ii. sludge concentration, and 

iii. % total solids of bio-solids cake. 

This operational log shall be made available to the Superintendent on request, and/or submitted 
to the Superintendent on completion of the dewatering of each sludge lagoon. 

11.9 As mains electricity will not be available for dewatering operations the Contractor shall provide 
mobile electricity generation should electricity be required. 

12. ONGOING OPERATION OF COUNCIL FACILITIES 
12.1 Council facilities will remain fully operational during the execution of this Contract.  As such the 

Contractor must ensure safe access to facilities is not compromised.  The Contractor shall 
confine their occupation of the STP sites to the areas designated in drawings attached in 
Appendix A – Site Drawings. 

12.2 The Contractor shall plan and schedule works so as to minimise inconvenience to Council 
operations.  The Contractor shall submit a traffic management plan for each STP facility for 
approval by the Superintendent at least fourteen (14) days prior to commencing removal of bio-
solids. 

12.3 The Contractor must primarily confine hours of operation of works to between 7.00 am and 4.00 
pm Monday through Friday.  Should the Contractor wish to work outside these times prior 
written consent must be obtained from the Superintendent. 
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12.4 From time to time Council sites may be subject to planned and unplanned maintenance and 
capital works projects.  During these times the contractor must comply with direction from the 
Superintendent.  Major projects may also require the Contractor and their representatives to 
undertake site inductions and employ additional PPE as directed. 

13. BENEFICIAL REUSE SITE MANAGEMENT 
 Not used. 

14. RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
 Not used. 
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Appendix A – Site Drawings 
 

QUEANBEYAN STP SLUDGE 

 

 

BUNGENDORE STP SLUDGE 
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Appendix A – Site Drawings (continued) 
 

 

 


